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FIRST TIMERS PROGRAM 
APAM Gathering at Asia TOPA 2020 

Program Overview 
To successfully navigate an international market event takes experience - 
these events are fast paced, busy and crowded with activity, making it hard to 
know how best to use your time, gain attention, and make meaningful 
connections. Alongside the Gathering, APAM will deliver a curated program for 
first time attendees, designed to provide professional guidance and the basic 
tools to help first timers better navigate the Gathering. 

Want to participate? 
The First Timers program is open to Australian, New Zealand and international 
artists, producers and presenters. To be eligible to participate, this must be your 
first time attending an APAM event. 

A total of 40 participants will be selected from an Expression of Interest (EOI) 
process. 

To apply for the program, follow these simple steps: 

1. Purchase an APAM Gathering Registration 
2. Read the information below 
2. Complete and submit the EOI form by midnight (AEDT) Monday 16 
December 2019 

Program Information 
The First Timers program matches experienced leaders in market development 
with a small cohort of first timers in a mentorship program. Prior to the 
Gathering, the mentor and mentees will connect online, to clarify the mentee’s 
market development goals, give opportunities to ask and answer questions, and 
provide advice and assistance with making national and international 
connections. During the Gathering itself, the mentor and mentees will then have 
dedicated times and opportunities to continue these conversations as the event 
takes place. Through this program First Timers will experience deeper 
engagement in APAM and an expanded network as well as confidence and 
strategic approaches towards national and international engagement. 

In partnership with Creative New Zealand this program is able to offer financial 
support (NZD$2,000) for selected New Zealand participants towards their 
registration and travel costs. 
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Eligibility 
The First Timers program is open to first time attendees from Australia, New 
Zealand and internationally. A delegate pass must be purchased online by 
Monday 16 December 2019 in addition to the completion of the EOI Form. 

Selection Process 
Those interested in participating in the First Timers Program will need to 
complete an EOI after purchasing their registration. All applications will be 
considered by the APAM team with input from the Curatorial Panel. 

Key Dates 
Mon 2 December 2019   EOIs open for First Timers Program 
Mon 16 December 2019  EOIs close at midnight (AEDT) for First  
      Timers Program 
Mon 20 January 2020   Notification of acceptance into program 
Mon 3 February 2020   Connected with Mentor 
Sun 23 February 2020   Arrive in Melbourne 
Mon 24 - Fri 28 February 2020 APAM Gathering at Asia TOPA 

Questions? 
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact the APAM 
team at hello@apam.org.au or on +61 03 9947 1020 from Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm 
(AEDT). 
 
 

 

This program is supported by Creative New Zealand.

 


